
Did You Know? 
Did you know that classrooms around the world look 

very different? From sitting on the floor rather than at 

desks, outdoor mobile classrooms, and even school 

boats, education comes in many different forms.  

Check out this Washington Post Article entitled How 

Classrooms Look Around the World - in 15 Amazing 

Photographs to see! 
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A Note About 

Retention 
If you are considering 

retaining an English 

Learner for the 2016-

2017 school year 

please read WSFC 

school Board Policy 

5122.3 to help guide 

your decision making 

process:

“Retention of an ESL 
student in grades K-8, 
or denial of credits in 
grades 9-12, should 
only be considered if 
progress in ESL is very 
minimal or if academic 
difficulties are not 

related to second

language acquisition. The 
LEP committee and the 
ESL teacher should 
review all available 
student information when 
considering whether to 
retain an LEP student. If 
the LEP modifications 
and LEP accommodations 
have not been used 
consistently, the LEP 
committee should 
strongly consider 
whether retention is 
appropriate for an LEP 
student.” 

Also please note that the 

LEP Committee MUST 

review all retention 

decisions affecting LEP 

students. 

WSFCS LEP Handbook
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Type of Presentation

Ability to 

Recall 3 hours 

later

Ability to Recall 3 

days later

Verbal lecture (one-way) 25% 10-20%

Written (reading) 72% 10%

Visual and Verbal  (illustrated 

lecture)
80% 65%

Participatory (role play, interviews,  

cooperative learning, projects, inquiry-

based learning, experiments etc.)

90% 70%

What Does Effective Instruction Look Like? 
Whatever format of instruction you are using, check out the table below to see what research says are 

best practices for student learning. 

US Agency for International Development 1996; Adapted from Dale 1969
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Two Decades of Growth 
in Forsyth County’s 

English Learner 
Population

As you can see, the 
English Learner 

population has continued 
to grow in Forsyth 

County. In fact, 
nationally English 

Learners are currently 
the fastest growing 

subgroup in US schools 
today. 

459

5,905
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Different Types of Parent 
Involvement

• Parenting: in which schools help families with their parenting 
skills by providing information on children’s developmental stages 
and offering advice on learning-friendly home environments. 

• Communicating: or working to educate families about their 
child’s progress and school services and providing opportunities 
for parents to communicate with the school.

• Volunteering: which ranges from offering opportunities for 
parents to visit their child’s school to finding ways to recruit 
and train them to work in the school or classroom.

• Learning at Home: in which schools and educators share ideas 
to promote at-home learning through high expectations and 
strategies so parents can monitor and help with learning. 

• Decision-making: in which schools include families as partners in 
school organizations, advisory panels, and other influential 
committees. 

• Collaboration: a two-way outreach strategy in which community 
or business groups are involved in education and schools 
encourage family participation in the community.

Back to School: How Parent Involvement Affects Student Achievement, Center for Public Education 

Parent Engagement 
Is Associated With:

• Better education outcomes
• Enhanced engagement with school 

work
• More regular school attendance
• Better student behavior
• Increased social skills
• Higher grades and test scores
• Grade level promotions

Even with Little Formal Education
Parents Can:

• Have high, yet achievable expectations.
• Talk regularly about school and the value of learning.
• Model behaviors.
• Read aloud and/or listen their children read aloud.
• Talk and ask about what children are learning.
• Ask what was and was not fun at school.
• Help students to develop strong work habits.
• Encourage positive attitudes and respect for school and 

teachers.
• Encourage attendance and punctuality.

3 Steps for Parent 
Engagement 

Common Factors 

Dissuading Immigrant 

Family Involvement

• Language and cultural  

differences

• Lack of familiarity with U.S. 

school system and its 

procedures

• Inflexible or incompatible work 

and school functions schedules

• Lack of transportation

• Lack of childcare

• Insufficient or miscommunication

• School’s climate toward 

immigrants & parent involvement
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Websites for 

Newcomers

• Starfall

• ABCYA

• StoryLine Online

• Brementown Musicians

• Kiz Club

• Speakaboos

• National Geographic Kids

• BBC Schools

• Learning Chocolates

• Reading Planet

• Spanish/English Phrasebook

• Harcourt Naming

• Word Pairs

• Sesame Street Word Games

• Click and Learn English

• Kindersay

• Manythings

• Literacy Center Network

• Fun English Games

• English for Kids

Teacher Websites
• Free Language Stuff

• MES English

• ESL Printables

• English Teaching Resources

• Boggle's World ESL

• Kid's Pages for Small Ages 

• Text Project Picture Cards

• Handwriting Worksheets
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Back issues of Many 
Tongues, One Voice 
are available on the 
ESL Department 

website found HERE. 

Teaching Newcomers 

Newcomers often present a significant challenge for teachers, but 
the students themselves entering upper level classes with little to no 
English abilities also face enormous personal, academic, and social 
pressures. Reducing this stress takes strategic action on the part of 
conscientious teachers: Teachers can help by doing these things:
- Be consistent. Routines and procedures allow students to predict   

and participate in classroom activities. 
- Get to know your students and the communities they come from.
- Speak slowly and clearly (not more loudly).
- Use gestures, pictures, video, modeling, and real-life objects to 

help clarify students’ understanding. 
- Repeat and rephrase when necessary to clarify.
- Activate background knowledge and help students make strong 

connections between new and prior learning. 
- Break tasks into smaller steps and encourage students as each is  

completed. 
- Give students who are translating both your questions and their 

responses extra wait time. 
- Emphasize key vocabulary and illustrate its meaning. 
- Provide oral language practice opportunities to build 

comprehension. 
- Use scaffolding, such as word boxes, sentence stems, graphic   

organizers etc. 
- Provide specific, actionable feedback.
- Assess formatively more frequently to check for understanding 

and ensure comprehension. 

http://www.starfall.com/
http://www.abcya.com/kindergarten_computers.htm#letters-cat
http://www.storylineonline.net/
http://www.brementownmusicians.com/
http://www.kizclub.com/reading3.htm
http://www.speakaboos.com/stories
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/ngyoungexplorer/moreissues.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks1/literacy/
http://www.learningchocolate.com/
http://www.thereadingplanet.com/
http://wsfcs.k12.nc.us/cms/lib/NC01001395/Centricity/Domain/65/English Spanish phrasebook.pdf
http://www.harcourtschool.com/activity/trophies/posters/toc.html
http://www.do2learn.com/games/wordpairs/index.htm
http://pbskids.org/sesame/index.html
http://clicknlearn.net/
http://kindersay.com/
http://www.manythings.org/
http://literacycenter.net/play_learn/english-language-games.php
http://www.funenglishgames.com/
http://www.anglomaniacy.pl/index.html
https://freelanguagestuff.com/2011/10/05/minimal-pairs-language-activities/
http://www.mes-english.com/flashcards.php
http://www.eslprintables.com/
https://englishwsheets.com/describing_people.html
http://bogglesworldesl.com/cards.htm
http://www.kids-pages.com/flashcards.htm
http://www.textproject.org/classroom-materials/textproject-word-pictures/content-area/
https://www.handwritingworksheets.com/flash/printdots/sentence/index.html
http://wsfcs.k12.nc.us/Page/107823
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“The quality 

of our 

thoughts is 

bordered on 

all sides by 

our facility 

with 

language.”             

-J. Michael Straczynski

Sensory 
Supports

Graphic 
Supports 

Interactive 
Supports

realia charts partner work

photos graphic 

organizers

group work

manipulatives cooperative leaning 

illustrations tables mentors

diagrams graphs internet/software

support
magazines timelines

newspapers number lines native language 
support

video clips anchor charts

models word walls movement

artifacts word boxes

drawings sentence
frames

music

Types of Support for ELs

Vocabulary Websites 
Rewordify - Simplify text at the 
touch of a button. This free website 
identifies 58,000 difficult words and 
phrases in text and replaces them 
with simpler language.

Wordsmyth - Use the glossary maker 
to create a custom 12 word glossary 
or thesaurus for writing projects, 
reports, or study guides. 

Wordhippo - Find synonyms and 
antonyms fast with this site. 

Lingro - Make every word on any 
webpage hyperlinked to its definition 
with this easy to use site. Change the 
language to have the word defined in 
11 other languages.  All you need is the 
web address of the page you want 
students to explore. 

Word Think - Get a word of the day 
you’ll actually use with these insightful, 
persuasive, and useful words. 
Delivered by email or app. 

Vocabulary - Play games and build 
word knowledge with this fun site. 

Adapted from WIDA Supports 

https://rewordify.com/
https://kids.wordsmyth.net/we/?mode=gm
http://www.wordhippo.com/
http://lingro.com/
http://www.wordthink.com/
http://www.vocabulary.co.il/
http://ell.ccsd.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/WIDAsupports.pdf


Page 6  

English as a Second Language Department

Newsletter

•   Accountability  •  Collaboration  •  Equity   •  High Expectations   •   Integrity    •   Student- Centered  •     

FEEDBACK
Give Us Some 

Feedback: 

Click Here 
to tell us what you 

think! 

A Note about Identifying Learning Disabilities 
Identifying learning disabilities in ELs is a very complex and often convoluted issue. While nationally English Learners 

are overrepresented in Exceptional Children (EC) populations, they are also often disqualified from services on the basis 
of language acquisition or interrupted formal schooling. Added to these issues, is the lack of access to native language 
assessments which would allow teachers a fuller picture of a child’s level of functioning. A true learning disability will show 
up in both languages, but most teachers never get to see comprehensive data that reflects that. It is important to note that 
if a child has a learning disability, it will likely affect their acquisition of a second language, thus making language issues so 
interrelated, one may never truly untangle them. That said, there are things you can do to aid the decision making process. 

1. Learn about the child's native language. If a child is struggling with certain aspects of phonemic awareness, it is worth 
your time to investigate if those sounds are represented in his or her native language. For example, a Hmong speaker will 
have no experience with the phonemes /j/, /kw/, or /r/. Therefore, you could expect him or her to possibly struggle with 
identifying, segmenting, and producing these sounds. Most words in Cantonese are monosyllabic, so you might expect a 
native Cantonese speaker to have trouble with multisyllabic words. The more you know about the student’s first language, 
the more you can differentiate between typical errors and signs of a problem. 

2. Understand where the student is in the language acquisition process. Children in the earlier stages of second language 
development will use knowledge of the rules and structures of their first language to help them make sense of the second. 
Sometimes students don’t know when or how to apply that knowledge however, and they apply it inappropriately. Take for 
example the Spanish speaker who puts the adjective after the noun. This is a common error and normal for speakers from 
this language group, rather than a sign of a disability.

3. Take into account the distance between the child’s native language and English.  Some languages share more similarities 
than others with English.  The language distance can be quantified in additional years of study for speakers whose native 
language is dissimilar from English. 

4. Consider the student’s educational opportunities. English Learners need a level of specified language instruction and 
additional time that native speakers may not. They should have adequate time, high-quality instruction, and opportunity to 
learn English. 

The bottom line is, the more you educate yourself about a student’s native language, understand the language 
acquisition process, and get to know your student, his or her family, and culture, the better you will be able to make 
appropriate educational decisions.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfvJyDvtSnQSgUXc7_A-Kb9Sfk-RfMK553YW-ODdXmCMEqA4g/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Common EL Behaviors That 
Look Like Learning Problems

• Inattentiveness
• Distractibility 
• Disengagement
• Disorganization
• Forgetfulness
• Poor retention
• Incomprehensibility 
• Slow work pace
• Low motivation 
• Refusal to participate
• Misbehavior or avoidance 
• Lack of vocabulary 
• Lack of alphabet letter/sound knowledge 
• Poor phonemic awareness (particularly for phonemes not 

present in the first language)
• Always seems behind due to translating directions and tasks
• Poor relationships with peers due to lack of language 
• Refusal to ask questions or for help 
• Frustration and/or giving up 
• Trouble with unfamiliar speech patterns not present in 

first language 

Difference vs. Disability 
Educators must determine if learning 
difficulties are due to: 

1.  A genuine learning disability
2. A learning difference resulting from 
cultural and linguistic factors
3. A normal part of second language 
acquisition for a student from a particular 
language group
4. A normal part of the language acquisition 
process for a student at a certain level
5. Due to a lack of opportunity, quality 
instruction, and/or adequate time to learn 
6.  A combination of these factors

Keep Learning 
Interested in learning more about your students, their 
unique languages, and diverse cultures? Check out the 
websites below: 

• Ethnologue.com • Geert-Hofstede.com
• CIAWorldFACTBook.com • Cultural Orientation.net

Apps for Learning English 

Learn English in 20 minutes a 
day with this free app.  Quick, 
repetitive games make this an 
easy app to use and learn with. 

Choose from 33 languages, 
customize the topics you’re 
interested in learning. Use the 
daily lessons for free, or pay a 
subscription to unlock additional 
content. 

1000s of courses in 200 languages. 
Connect with friends that are 
also learning, keep track of your 
progress with points, and 
download materials for offline 
access. Free and paid content 
included. 

This app contains great oral 
lessons for building listening 
vocabulary. Additional in-app 
content for purchase.

Duolingo

Mondly

Memrise

In 24 
Hours

https://www.ethnologue.com/
https://geert-hofstede.com/countries.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/
http://www.culturalorientation.net/
https://www.duolingo.com/
https://www.duolingo.com/
https://www.memrise.com/
https://www.memrise.com/
https://www.mondlylanguages.com/
https://www.mondlylanguages.com/
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Resources in the IRC 
Check out some of our newest titles in Destiny just added to the ESL section of the Professional Development library in the 
Instructional Resource Center (IRC):

Newcomers
• The Newcomer Student: An Educator's Guide to Aid Transitions by Louise H. Kreuzer
• Getting Started with English Language Learners: How Educators Can Meet the Challenge by Judie Haynes
• Ten Languages You'll Need Most in the Classroom: A Guide to Communicating With English Language Learners 

and Their Families by Garth Sundem
• The Big Collection of Mini-Books for Guided Reading: 75 Reproducible Mini-Books for Levels A, B & C That 

Give Kids a Great Start in Reading  
• My First Bilingual Little Readers: 25 Reproducible Mini-Books in English and Spanish 
• 25 Easy Bilingual Nonfiction Mini-Books: Easy-to-Read Reproducible Mini-Books in English and Spanish That 

Build Vocabulary and Fluency-and Support the Social Studies and Science Topics You Teach 
• Easy and Engaging ESL Activities and Mini-Books for Every Classroom
• I Can Write My ABC's: 26 Interactive Reproducible Mini-Books
• Look at me When I’m Talking to You by Sylvia Helmer

Elementary ELs
• Teaching English Language Learners Across the Content Areas by Judie Haynes
• Differentiated Literacy Strategies for English Language Learners, Grades K-6 by Gayle H. Gregory 
• 101 Strategies to Make Academic Vocabulary Stick by Marilee Sprenger
• Teaching Reading & Comprehension to English Learners, K-5 by Margarita Calderon
• Principles of Language Learning and Teaching by Douglas Brown 

Adolescent ELs
• Teaching Reading to English Language Learners, Grades 6-12: A Framework for Improving Achievement in the 

Content Areas by Margarita Calderon
• Preventing Long-Term ELs: Transforming Schools to Meet Core Standards by Margarita Calderon
• Closing the Achievement Gap: How to Reach Limited-Formal-Schooling and Long-Term English Learners by 

Yvonne S. Freeman 
• Language Files: Materials for an Introduction to Language and Linguistics by Ohio State University Press
• Developing Reading and Writing in Second-Language Learners: Lessons from the Report of the National 

Literacy Panel on Language-Minority Children by the Association of Colleges for Teacher Education

Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol (SIOP)
• Making Content Comprehensible for Elementary English Learners: The SIOP Model 
• Making Content Comprehensible for Secondary English Learners: The SIOP Model 
• Using THE SIOP MODEL with Pre-K and Kindergarten English Learners 
• The SIOP Model for Teaching Mathematics to English Learners
• The SIOP Model for Teaching Science to English Learners
• The SIOP Model for Teaching History-Social Studies to English Learners
• The SIOP Model for Teaching English Language-Arts to English Learners 
• The SIOP Model for Administrators
• Developing Academic Language with the SIOP Model
• 99 Ideas and Activities for Teaching English Learners with the SIOP Model
• 99 MORE Ideas & Activities for Teaching English Learners with the SIOP Model
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Title Time Date Place

ESL Hospitality and Recruiting 
Event 

3:45-5:15 Thursday, 
April 27th

Education Building 
Room 223

ESL Teachers- Google Forms? 
You Can Do It! 

3:45-5:15 Monday, 
May 1st

Education Building 
Computer Lab

Distinguishing Between Language 
Acquisition and Learning 
Disabilities 

3:45-5:15 Tuesday, 
May 2nd

Education Building 
Room 233

Supporting and Accelerating 
Your English Language Learners  

3:45-5:15 Tuesday, 
May 9th

Education Building 
Room 223

Elementary SIOP MAKE-AND-
TAKE

3:00-5:00 
drop-in

Tuesday, 
May 16th

Education Building 
Room 121

Elementary District-Wide SIOP 8:30-3:30 Monday, 
June 19th &
Tuesday, 
June 20th

Career Center 
Media Center 

Middle and High School SIOP 
Training 

8:30-3:30 Tuesday, 
June 20th & 
Wednesday, 
June 21st

Education Building 
Room 233

Middle and High School SIOP 
Training 

8:30-3:30 Monday,
July 10th & 
Wednesday,
July 12th 

Education Building 
Room 233

You’re Invited to These Upcoming Professional Development 
Opportunities 

Please register via My Learning Plan 

https://login.frontlineeducation.com/login?signin=850f821d8a2d64beb3cd405d31b6edaf&productId=pd&clientId=pd#/login

